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120                  CONCRETE  OR  SYNTHETIC
Energy radiated into space by the aggregating masses of the central sun falls on the outer shell and there interferes with the aggregative process by setting up temporary separative action among the less coherent molecules.   It keeps the atmosphere and the ocean in the gaseous and liquid forms respectively.   It produces such an .expansion of the equatorial air as gives rise to monsoons ;  and elsewhere it heats the atmosphere of deserts, valleys, and low-lying plains so as to cause local winds and storms.    It also lifts up great masses of water, which, float in the air as clouds, and finally fall as rain when their Energy is dissipated.    It heats the equatorial oceans, and thus rendering them lighter sets up warm ocean currents, while gravitation, drawing down the colder masses, produces the compensating cold streams.    The separative nature of all these processes will be obvious when we reflect that every one of them   depends upon such an  absorption  of radiant heat as overcomes the aggregative Force oi cohesion.        But these changes are never permanent. The Energy thus absorbed is soon radiated off to the cooler ether in those less energetic periods which we know  as night and  winter.    Unless every day and every summer new  Energy were  poured upon the earth to set up similar separative actions, the effects of each Energy-absorbing  period  would  soon pass away.    The vapour and the water would part with